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across the sea. They themselves grew rich through this;
and, being secure from invasion in their island-home of
Crete, they found leisure to develop the arts and comforts
of a peaceful life. Among the ruins of Cnossos, build-
ings have been
found which may
have been the
Labyrinth itself: but
it seems to have
been a vast palace
rather than a pri-
son. Here, as at
Mohenjodaro, have
been found the re-
mains of sanitary
arrangements, bath-
rooms, systems of
water-pipes, etc.,
proving that these
people of ancient
times were highly
civilized.

But   a   younger
and    more    active
people   than   the
Cretans now began
to   arrive   on   the
shores of the Medi-
GREEK VASE PAINTED WITH FIGURE OF THE       terranean.       The
GODDESS ATHENE1                       Greek branch of the

Aryan    race,    still

half-nomads like the other branch which had akeady begun to
swarm into the plains of India, had pushed its way westward.
Reaching the coast of Greecei they took to the seafaring life,
and soon came to blows with the older Cretan race, now
weakened by luxury and wealth. If the legends of the

1 Pronounced 'ath-een-ee*.